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Calhoun Falls FFA Team Wins State Envirothon 4 Ae, &~ 4 ) <3) 
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State FFA Officers — 

John A. Lesaine Jr. — President 
Manning, SC 

Alex D. Gleason — Vice President 
Calhoun Falls, SC 

Allison Waggoner — Secretary 
Pendleton, SC 

Lauren Holden — Vice President 


Starr, SC 

Bryan W. Lowman — Vice President 
Aiken, SC 

Rachel McLeod — Vice President 
McBee, SC 


State Young Farmer & Agribusiness Officers 


John F. McGee — President 


* ad Anderson, SC 


; os 
ok — tut - La Ricky McDaniel — President-Elect 
mpany Helps You Grow | ayer cb sett Sumter, SC 

“es ofS cite FS Joey Link — Vice President 


Pendleton, SC 

Zach Bush — Vice President 
Johnston, SC 

Henry Herndon — Vice President 
Bamberg, SC 

Roger Smith — Vice President 
Jefferson, SC 

Edsel Williams — Executive Treasurer 
Britton’s Neck, SC 

Les Galloway — Past President 
Darlington, SC 


~ 1Flowers for the Statehouse 


State Agricultural Educators Officers 
Joe Wilson — President 

Aiken, SC 

W. Pat Earle — President-Elect 
McBee, SC 

Barry Hawkins — Secretary-Treasurer 
Cordova, SC 

Brenda Wright — Past President 
Greer, SC 

Vice Presidents 

Chris Edge, Clover, SC 

Joel Bickley, Batesburg-Leesville, SC 


; I aa au jillian Drawdy, Sumter, SC 
Growing Gains Indian Land Teacher _— Aiken FFA Provides Flowers for the Governor's Mansion Associate Vice Presidents 
Praise Carrie Covington 


Fort Mill, SC 
Chris LeMaster 


More Features Warrenville, SC 
Ben Hardee 
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nent F A " William E. Keels — State Director 
Distinguished Service Award Horticulture Program Florence, SC 
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State Envirothon 


he Calhoun Falls High School FFA Team took 
first-place state honors in the South Carolina 
Envirothon held at Clemson University’s 

Sandhill Research and Education Center near 
Columbia, S.C., on May 7. 

Team members Michael Burdette, Jonathan Dorn, 
Mathew Dorn, Rachel Brandt and Nicole Hall cach 
won a $500 scholarship. Team Coach Calvert Sherard, 
agricultural education teacher and FFA Advisor at 
Calhoun Falls High School, was presented a $500 cash 
award. The team also placed first in the Urban 
Conservation category, and each team member received 
a $50 cash award. Jeremy Manning and William 
Collins were team alternates. 

In addition to the scholarships, team members and 
their advisor won expenses-paid trips to compete in the 
International Canon-sponsored Envirothon, July 26 - 
August 1 at Wesleyan College in Buckhannon, W.Va. 

Calhoun Falls team members also placed first in 
the FFA Division of the Envirothon and were 
awarded expenses-paid trips to the 2004 National 


FFA Convention in Louisville, Ky., along with 
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Calhoun Falls FFA Team Takes Top Honors in 


South 
Carolina in the National FFA Environmental Science Finals. 


their advisor, where they will represent 

The Strom Thurmond FFA the 
Honorable Mention Award in the overall competition, 
which is traditionally known as fourth place. The team 


was also state runner-up in the FFA Division and placed 


Team received 


first in the Forestry category. 

The Loris FFA Team placed third in the FFA 
Division, which included 10 FFA teams of the 19 teams 
competing in this year’s Envirothon. 

Major categories of the Envirothon competition 
Soils, Wildlife, Urban 
Conservation and Oral Presentations. 

The State Envirothon is coordinated by a committee 
made up of representatives of the SC Department of 
Natural Resources, Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts, SC Department of Health and Environ- 
mental Control, S.C. Department of Education, 
SC Commission of Forestry, USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, and Clemson University’s 
Agricultural Education Program and Cooperative 
Extension Service. 


were Aquatics, Forestry, 
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Park Seed Company Helps 


You Grow! 


very year, as winter sets in, millions of gardeners 

eagerly await the arrival of the Park’s Seed 

Catalog. Like their parents and grandparents 

have done before them for more than a century, 
today’s home gardeners turn to Park’s for new and unusual 
flowers and vegetables. Here, gardeners find all they could 
wish for in America’s complete listing of home garden seeds, 
complemented by ornamental bulbs and plants in addition to 
the latest and best in gardening accessories. Although gener- 
ations have thumbed through the pages of Park’s catalogs 
since 1868, few have learned the story of George Watt Park, 
one of seven children in a Pennsylvania farm family. 

George’s mother noticed his interest in horticulture when 
he was just a young child and encouraged him to raise flow- 
ers in a corner of her flower garden. Later, when George Park 
was 16, he bought a hand press and printed a list of seeds 
that he sent to friends and neighbors. After he printed the list, 
he bought an advertisement in The Rural American for $3.50 
that brought him $6.50 in seed orders. With this success, the 
young entrepreneur learned one of the cardinal rules of 
business: “It pays to advertise.” 

Park’s first catalog in 1868 contained just eight pages and 
had two illustrations: woodcuts of an aster and a pansy. 
In 1871, the young seedsman started a monthly magazine, 
The Floral Gazette, in which he offered advice on gardening 
and created a forum where people could share gardening 
experiences. The magazine gave even the poorest gardener an 
opportunity to grow many different varieties through its 
exchange column, which encouraged readers to trade seeds, 
bulbs and plants. Circulation of the magazine grew to 20,000 
in 1877 and to 800,000 by 1918. 

Park managed to put money aside so he could fulfill his 
lifelong dream of getting a college education. This quest 
began in 1882, when he left a thriving seed business to attend 
Michigan State University and, four years later, graduated 
with his degree in horticulture. 

He returned to his business, which continued to grow in 
Libonia, Pa., until the turn of the century, when he found a loca- 
tion closer to the Pennsylvania Railroad at LaPark (now 
Paradise) in the southern part of the state. 

The seedsman’s desire to provide customers with new and 
better varieties sent him traveling across the United States, 
Mexico and Europe. During one of his trips, he stopped to visit 
Mary Barratt, a South Carolina county home demonstration 
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agent who had written him for advice on teaching horticulture to 
home makers. What began as a friendship based on their com- 
mon interest in horticulture blossomed into love, and they were 
married in 1918. The couple moved to Dunedin, Fla., and print- 
ed a catalog there in 1923. Although the Parks enjoyed living in 
Florida, they found that seeds would not keep long in the heat 
and humidity. Searching for a place with a more favorable 
climate, the Parks selected Mary’s hometown: Greenwood, S.C. 
George W. Park died in 1935, and Mary continued the suc- 
cessful operation of their company while raising her two boys, 
George Barratt and William John. Like their father, 
they had their own garden as boys and worked in the seed 
house after school. After World War II, George Barratt 
Park headed the company until his untimely death in 1967. His 
younger brother, William J. Park, assumed leadership of the 
company. At the same time, interest in gardening experienced 
resurgence, and the company grew 
substantially. William continued until 1990, when he became 
chairman of the company’s board. Today, Karen Park Jennings, 
George Barratt Park’s daughter, is sole owner of the company. 


a tremendous 


Park’s Annual Flower Day: It’s a Gardener’s Paradise! 

Each summer, the magic and beauty of flowers are cele- 
brated during the South Carolina Festival of Flowers. The 
focal point of the June event is Flower Day at Park Seed 
Company, which is open to the public free of charge. Park's 
gardens are always at their peak — more than 2,000 varieties 
of annual flowers, vegetables, perennials, trees and shrubs 
are available for visitors to view, touch and smell! 


Information and photos for this article provided by Lori Hardee, Park Seed Company, Greenwood, S.C. 5 
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bedding plants to state government officials during a cere- 
mony at the Statehouse on April 21. The plants were 
grown by students as part of their hands-on training in 
horticulture, greenhouse management or landscape technolo- 
gy, according to M. Pat Black Jr., horticulture teacher at 
Branchville High School who presided at the ceremony. 

The project is a joint effort of FFA members and agricul- 
tural educators. State FFA Vice President Rachel McLeod of 
McBee, S.C., addressed the group, as did Joe Wilson, 
President of the SC Agricultural Educators Association, 
Aiken, S.C. This is the fourth year that flowering plants 
ranging from ageratums to zinnias have been contributed to 
beautify the Statehouse grounds. 


ane 


The plants were presented to Ashlie Lancaster with 
Governor Mark Sanford’s office; Larry Boyleston, agribusi- 
ness development manager, S.C. Department of Agriculture; 
and Dennis Haigler, horticulturalist with the S.C. Budget and 
Control Board. 

Other leaders who participated in the ceremony were 
Allison Waggoner, State FFA Secretary, Pendleton, S.C.; 
Dr. Louis B. Lynn, Trustee of Clemson University, Columbia, 
S.C.; and Jack Cullipher, the 
SC Fertilizer and AgriChemicals Association, Columbia, S.C. 

Retired agricultural educator Al Jeffords, Lamar, S.C., 
collected plants from agricultural education departments 
throughout the Pee Dee region and delivered them to the 
Statehouse. David Brooks, agricultural education teacher at 
Hillcrest High School, Simpsonville, S.C., coordinated the 
plant delivery from the Piedmont region. 


executive director of 


FFA Members and Advisors 
Who Attended the Ceremony 


ir 


Aiken County Technology Center 
FFA Chapter 


Ashlie Lancaster 
represented Governor 


Mark Sanford. 
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Barnwell Career Center FFA Chapter 
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Aiken FFA Members Provide Flowering Plants to 
Governor’s Mansion 


iken High School FFA 

members and_ their 

advisor, Joe Wilson, 

delivered a number of 
beautiful flowering plants to the 
Governor's Mansion in late March 
to decorate the mansion and land- 
scape the gardens for the Easter 
season. The students had grown 
the plants in the agricultural edu- 
cation department's greenhouses 
as a part of their hands-on training 
in the horticulture course. 

The students and teacher were 
greeted and welcomed to the 
Governor's Mansion by the first 
lady of South Carolina, Mrs. Jenny 
Sanford, who assisted in unload- 
ing the plants and placing them 
near the entrance to the mansion. 
She joined the group for photo- 
graphs and invited them into the 
mansion for refreshments and a 
tour. 

“This was a great opportuni- 
ty for us and a tremendous 
experience we will always 
remember,” said Joe Wilson, 
horticulture teacher at Aiken 


From left, Lara Boyd, Justin Walters, Joe Wilson, Mrs. Jenny Sanford, Heather 
Masters and Brenda Castillo at the fountain on the Governor’s Mansion grounds 


High. “It is truly an inspiration to know FFA members who attended the cere- 
that some of the plants our students mony with Wilson were Lara Boyd, 
grew in our greenhouses are at the Brenda Castillo, Heather Masters and 
Governor’s Mansion during the spring Justin Walters. Sherrie Walters, a parent of 
and summer.” one of the students, also attended. 


Agriculture teacheerry Davis 
basks in the IndiamLand Hi 
: shade } house. wit Hlayers- “arTde ; 
Jantegrown Byhis students 


he future of farming may be in question as 
Charlotte sprawl creeps like kudzu down U.S. 521 
into northern Lancaster County. 
But the Future Farmers of America program 
and agricultural courses thrive at Indian Land High School. 
Students and faculty say this is because of teacher Jerry 
Davis, who’s managed to keep kids interested in farming 
issues. He’s been voted teacher of the year four years in a row. 
And he’s been there only six years. 
“As FFA Advisor, he always has some special class or prac- 
said Jeannie Jamieson, home economics teacher 
Many of our 


tice going on,” 
and lead instructor in the vocational department. “ 
students wouldn’t otherwise have the travel and learning 
opportunities he gives on his field trips and FFA competitions.” 

Davis is popular with students because he cares about 
them, Jamieson said. 

“He does what he does without calling attention to 
himself,” she said. “He prefers to give all the credit to the kids, 
but without his organization and encouragement in the 
background, they would not achieve what they have.” 

Davis came to Indian Land as a retiree, having taught 
agriculture for 31 years in Union County, N.C. Although his 
official subjects are horticulture, landscape design, agricultur- 
al science and agricultural mechanics, his goals are to teach 
good life lessons. 

“The things we teach here are good for kids to know, regard- 
less of their career,” he said. “We teach communications skills, 
teamwork, a good work ethic and personal responsibility.” 

He believes agriculture classes have value for even city and 
subdivision dwellers. If nothing else, they give an understand- 
ing and appreciation of farming. 
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Teacher Praise Aplenty 


“Even though we don’t have as many farms around here 
now, everybody still has a home, and everybody still eats,” he 
said. “Farming is still considered the largest industry in this 
country.” 

Davis believes lessons learned in his classes go beyond help- 
ing students learn about lawn care and landscaping. 

“One of our FFA programs is a public speaking class,” he 
said. “Our students have to learn customer service by serving 
the public in our greenhouse sales. These are things they will 
need in life.” 

“He sees the potential in us and tries to pull it out,” said stu- 
dent Kevin Murphy. “He'll find out where you live and come to 
visit, even in the summer.” 

Murphy said an FFA class Davis taught on landscape tech- 
nology was the deciding factor in Murphy’s choice of career 
training. He will be going to Clemson University and majoring 
in landscape architecture this fall. 

Jamieson said Davis’ FFA programs allow him to get to 
know his students on a different level from standard academic 
teachers. 

“Many of the project assignments are done outside of 
regular class time,” she said. “Jerry has high expectations of his 
students, but he also has expectations for himself. He’s not 
asking them to do anything he wouldn’t do. 

“Students know he cares and they love him back,” she 
added. “I don’t think there’s anything he wouldn't do to help 
them, and they know it.” 


Written by Nita Botzenmayer and reprinted with permission of The 
Charlotte Observer. Copyright owned by The Charlotte Observer. 
Photo by Diedra Laird/Charlotte Observer. 


Growing an Education 


Horticulture Students Raise Bedding Plants, Hanging Baskets for Market 


orticulture 

students at 

Barnwell 

County’s 
Career Center have a green- 
house full of bedding plants 
and hanging baskets they 
have nurtured ready for 
sale. Agriculture teacher 
Mindy Sandifer’s horticul- 
ture students planted seeds 
at the appropriate time last 
fall to have plants ready for 
their spring sale. Growing 
plants for sale allows stu- 
dents to see firsthand the 
importance of proper grow- 
ing conditions and lets them 
bring in money to help fund 
their classes and extra 
off-campus learning oppor- 
tunities. Enrollment has 
almost tripled in the second 
school year that agriculture 


Pee ws 


poems peenoffered at From left, Chantsie Whitlock, Henry Kirksey, Sade Willis, Nykelia Raysor and David Guerry 


the center. 


proudly show some of the plants the class is selling to raise money to attend the State FFA Leadership 


“Everything is grown Camp and the State FFA Conference in June. 


from seeds planted here as early as October and some as late 
as the first of February. Ferns were grown from plugs planted 
in September. Timing the planting is important to have plants 
ready for sale at the right time,” said Sandifer. “We worried 
that the three-day power outage during the ice storm would 
stunt the plants’ growth, but it didn’t. Our bedding plants — 
impatiens, marigolds, dianthus, ageratum blue, stock, 
snapdragons and coleus, as well as tomatoes, cucumber and 
squash — are ready for our spring plant sale that starts April 1. 

“We also have some gerber daisies that should be ready 
for Mother’s Day. We'll wrap them like the florists do and put 
bows on them to sell for Mother's Day gifts,” Sandifer added. 

“We will carry annual bedding plants to the state capital 
for planting on the grounds on April 21. It is called Plant 
Presentation Day, and between all the FFA horticulture pro- 
grams in the state, we usually contribute a combined amount 
of $5,000 worth of plants,” she concluded. 


As part of their study of turf grass, students will soon 
be planting a turf grass plot at the school. Safe operating 
procedures and machinery and implements instruction help 
students understand all phases of grass production. 

Students in the horticulture class hope to get summer jobs 
locally with greenhouses, nurseries and at the Edisto 
Research and Education Center based on the skills they have 
learned this year. 

This year, 45 students from Barnwell High School, 
Blackville-Hilda High School and Williston High School have 
been able to take classes in horticulture, wildlife, animal 
science, floriculture and agriculture science at the center. 

The profits from the sale of hanging baskets and bedding 
plants will be used to pay for Future Farmers of America 
(FFA) members to attend the Leadership Camp and the State 
FFA Conference in June and to help send FFA members to the 
National FFA Convention in Louisville, Ky., in October. 


Printed with permission. Article and photo courtesy of Laura G. Carlson, author, and first printed May 24, 2004 in The Times & Democrat. 
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Black Receives Clemson 
Alumni Association's 2004 
Distinguished Service Award 


Pat Black on a tractor again on Bowman Field. 


at Black’s Clemson 
roots run deep. Every 
summer, the young- 
ster came to Clemson 
for Farm and Home Week with 
his parents and sister. One of his 
earliest memories of these sum- 
mers takes him back to the age 
of 4, when his parents lost him 
and later found him riding the 
tractors on Bowman Field. Thus 
began Black’s attachment to 
Clemson’s sacred soil. 

The Orangeburg native fol- 
lowed in his father’s footsteps 
and studied agriculture at 
Clemson, earning his bachelor’s 
degree in 1971 and his master’s 
in 1973. 

He taught at Orangeburg- 
Calhoun Technical College for 
10 years and then served as 
Vice President for Academic 
Affairs and Student Services 
for 15 years. He now teaches 


agricultural sciences and horti- 
culture at Branchville High 
School. 

As chairman of the Calhoun 
County Economic Development 
Commission, Black has led the 
county in attracting substantial 
capital investments and jobs. His 
contributions have been recog- 
nized by the SC Economic 
Developers’ Association, and he 
has been awarded the SC Future 
Farmers of America Honorary 
Degree. 

Black was district director 
and first president of the 
Clemson Agricultural Alumni 
group, one of the most success- 
ful college alumni organizations 
among land-grant institutions. 
Black is serving a second term 
on the Clemson University 
Board of Visitors, which he 
chaired 1997-1998. 


Courtesy of CLEMSON WORLD. Article by Debbie Dunning and photo 


by Dave Lewis. 
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Clemson Agriculture, Forestry and 
Life Sciences Alumni Presidents 
Recognized 

College of Agriculture, Forestry and Life 
Sciences alumni and friends joined Clemson 
President Jim Barker, other university officials 
and CAFLS Alumni past presidents to celebrate 
10 years of service and success. 

The event, held earlier this year in conjunction 
with the SC Agricultural Exposition, marked 
10 years of amazing productivity. 


ore. 
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Front row, from left, Calvin Schoulties, Dean of the College; 
Tom Skelton, former executive director of CAFLS Alumni; 
Clemson University President Barker; Louis Lynn, Clemson 
Trustee and CAFLS alumnus; and John Kelly, Vice President 
for Public Service and Agriculture at Clemson University. 
Former CAFLS Alumni presidents, back row, from left, Pat 
Earle, Richard Kizer, Bill Kennerty, current president Ed 
Haigler, Hal Jones, John W. Parris, Pat Black and current 
executive director Kirby Player. : 

Photo and article courtesy of CLEMSON WORLD. 


SC FFA Members Elected to 
Pendleton Farmers Society 


Congressman Gresham Barrett, second from left, 
welcomes Chris Moss, Kyle Hatcher and Bryan 
W. Lowman into membership in the society. 


Kyle Hatcher of Anderson, S.C., former State FFA 
President, along with Christopher Moss of Walhalla, 
S.C., a past State FFA Secretary, and Bryan W. Lowman, 
State FFA Vice President from Aiken, S.C., was elected 
to membership in the prestigious and historic Pendleton 
Farmers Society at its spring meeting in April. Dr. Phil 
M. Fravel, an agricultural education faculty member at 
Clemson University, was also elected to membership. 


11 


_ © C EEE 


SC FFA Members Sponsor State Legislators 
Appreciation Day 


~~, AT 


The S.C. General Assembly recognized SC FFA members. 


tate FFA President John A. Lesaine Jr. of Manning, 

S.C., along with Vice President Alex D. Gleason of 

Calhoun Falls, S.C., Secretary Allison Waggoner of 

Pendleton, S.C., and Vice Presidents Lauren Holden 
of Starr, S.C., Bryan W. Lowman of Aiken, S.C., and Rachel 
McLeod of McBee, S.C., was joined by hundreds of FFA mem- 
bers, advisors, parents, school administrators, sponsors, 
Clemson University and other government officials, and mem- 
bers of the Clemson Collegiate FFA Organization for the 
impressive SC FFA-sponsored State Legislators Appreciation 
Day in Columbia, S.C., on February 26. 

FFA members, dressed in their traditional blue-and-gold 
jackets, were introduced to the General Assembly and met 
with many of the legislators in their offices and during the 
ceremony in the Blatt State Office Building. 

South Carolina’s first lady, Jenny Sanford, representing 
her husband, Governor Mark Sanford, welcomed the group 
and read the Governor’s Proclamation, which complimented 
the outstanding agricultural education programs in South 
Carolina and endorsed the observance of National FFA Week. 

The State FFA Officers and Clemson University’s Office 
of Public Affairs and Agricultural TV and Radio staff visited 
with Lt. Governor Andre Bauer, Representative Billy 
Witherspoon and Representative Ronald Townsend for inter- 
views. Others interviewed were Clemson University Vice 
President Dr. John Kelly, State Commissioner of Agriculture 
Charles R. Sharpe, Clemson Trustee Dr. Louis Lynn, former 
National FFA Vice President J.J. Jones of Kansas and the 
State FFA Officers. 
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First Lady Jenny Sanford welcomed FFA members to Columbia. 


Representative William D. Witherspoon, chairman of the 
House Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee, read a 
Joint Resolution by the General Assembly praising the FFA 
members for their commitment to premier leadership, 
personal growth and career success through agricultural 
education and presented it to the State FFA Officers. 

State Senator John Land of Manning, S.C., recognized 
Manning FFA Advisor Michael Haynes and the state-winning 
Parliamentary Procedure Team, and also praised the Manning 
High School Chorus which, under the direction of 
Mrs. Karen Washington, entertained the group with 
patriotic and inspirational songs. 

State Senator Tommy Moore of Aiken, S.C., recognized 
FFA members and advisors from Aiken and Edgefield coun- 
ties. He paid tribute to Aiken teacher Joe Wilson, who serves 
as president of the SC Agricultural Educators Association. 

Other legislators who addressed the group included State 
Representative Ronald Townsend of Anderson, S.C., chair- 
man of the House Education Committee, and Representative 
Marty Coates of Florence, S.C., a former National FFA 
Officer. Many other legislators attended the ceremony. 

Manning FFA member Andre Lemon sang the national 
anthem, and Doug McCormick, a member of the McBee FFA 
Chapter, sang his song, “FFA Pride.” 

The state officers hosted a dignitaries luncheon at the 
Capital City Club, followed by a three-hour, statewide radio 
talk show hosted by Andy Thomas and broadcast live from 
the state capital. A number of state legislators, other govern- 
ment officials, agricultural leaders and Clemson University 
agricultural officials participated in the radio talk show. 
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SC FFA members were introduced to the 
SC General Assembly. 


State FFA Officers presented Lt. Governor 
Andre Bauer a gift basket of Mac’s Pride 
farm products from McLeod Farms in 
McBee, S.C. 


Siate Representative Billy Witherspoon 
of Conway, S.C., welcomed the state officers 
to the House Agriculture and Natural 
Resources Committee Conference Room. 


State Representative Ronald Townsend 
of Anderson, S.C., welcomed the state 
officers to the House Education and 

Public Works Committee Conference Room. 


Senator John Land of Manning, S.C., 
recognized Manning FFA Advisor 
Michael Haynes and the state-winning 
Parliamentary Procedure Team. 


State Senator Tommy Moore congratulat- 
ed SC Agricultural Educators Association 
President Joe Wilson of Aiken, S.C. 


State Representative Marty Coates, a 
former National FFA Officer, addressed 
FFA members and guests. 


The Manning High School Chorus, under 
the direction of Mrs. Karen Washington, 
thrilled the group with its inspirational 


singing. 


Doug McCormick of the McBee FFA 
Chapter was congratulated by Dr. Louis 
Lynn of Columbia, S.C., a Trustee of 
Clemson University, after singing his song, 
“FFA Pride.” 


America’s radio host Andy Thomas 
interviewed former National FFA Officer 
J.J. Jones of Kansas during the three- 
hour, statewide live talk show from the 
Statehouse. 
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-alhoun Falls FFA Member 
Headed to Iraq 


Tasha Eller, a 2004 graduate of 
Calhoun Falls High School and a 
member of the FFA, is a proud mem- 
ber of the S.C. Army National Guard 
Company A, 111th Signal Battalion, 
headquartered in Abbeville, S.C. 

In the FFA, Tasha was a member 
of the 2003 State Champion FFA 
Agricultural Issues Team and compet- 
ed in the finals at the National FFA 
Convention in Louisville, Ky. She was also a member of the 
student council and the Beta Club. 

In 2002, she donated 10 inches of her hair to “Locks of 
Love,” an organization that uses donated hair to create hair 
pieces for children who have diseases that cause them to lose 
their hair. 

“J love to help others and thought this was a small sacri- 
fice to make for an unfortunate child, and | wanted to have 
less hair to care for while in basic training,” Tasha said. 

She will join her unit in Iraq this summer when she 
completes Advanced Individual Training (AIT). 

Tasha’s FFA Advisor is Calvert Sherard, agricultural 
education teacher at Calhoun Falls High School. 


Tasha Eller 


Former National Officer Addressed 
Manning FFA Assembly Program 


Barrett Keene, a former National 
FFA Officer from Plant City, Fla., 
addressed the Manning High School 
student body assembly as part of the 
Manning FFA Chapter’s celebration of 
National FFA Week in February. 

Events got under way on 
Wednesday with a luncheon for the 
recipients of the Honorary FFA 
Chapter Degrees. On Thursday, a 
large delegation of FFA members 
and the high school’s chorus participated in the state FFA- 
sponsored Legislators Appreciation Day in Columbia, S.C. 
Keene entertained and inspired the student body during an 
assembly on Friday, February 27. 

Michael Haynes, agricultural education teacher at 
Manning High, is FFA Advisor to the largest chapter in 


South Carolina. 


Barrett Keene 
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FFA Member Darla Simons 
Awarded Scholarships 


arla Simons, 2003-2004 

president of the Strom 

Thurmond Technology 

Center FFA Chapter, has 
been awarded nearly $20,000 in schol- 
arships, grants and loans to defray her 
college expenses. 

She has earned scholarships ranging 
from $500 to $5,000 from a number of 
groups and organizations, including the 
LIFE Scholarship, the Pell Grant, AmeriCorps, the S.C. Law 
Officers National FFA 
Foundation and Ford Truck Division, a local Chevrolet dealer, 


Darla Simons 


Enforcement Association, the 
the National Wild Turkey Federation (state and county chap- 
ters), the SC Soil and Water Conservation Society, the SC 
Fertilizer and Agribusiness Association, the Edgefield County 
Retired Teachers Association, the Johnston Jaycees and a 
savings bond as the S.C. Piedmont Area Technology Champion. 

Darla was a recent honor graduate from Strom Thurmond 
High School, where she was a member of the Beta Club. 
A member of the state-winning FFA Nursery-Landscape Team 
that placed 10th in the National Finals at the 2003 National 
FFA Convention, she was also a member of the 2004 state 
runner-up team in the FFA Division of the State Envirothon. 

The daughter of Ron and Becky Simons of North Augusta, 
S.C., she will enter Clemson University this fall to major in 
agricultural education with a career goal to teach agricultural 
education in her home county. Her FFA Advisors are Hugh 
Bland and Dan Henderson, agricultural education teachers at 
Strom Thurmond Technology Center, Johnston, S.C. 


Turner Promotes Myrtle Beach FFA 


Grant Turner, a well-known 
comedian in Myrtle Beach, S.C., 
who performs regularly at the 
Alabama Theater, contributed a 
substantial amount of time and tal- 
ent as the star in TV commercials 
shown throughout the Pee Dee 


Grant Turner with 
Jennifer Perkins, presi- 


region promoting the Myrtle Beach 
FFA’s annual golf tournament. 
Hemionnelsuriielbench The 2004 tournament had a 
FFA Chapter. record number of players and earned 
more than $9,000 for the FFA chapter, which is located at Carolina 
Forest High School. The funds are used to provide college scholar- 
ships to FFA members and to strengthen the school’s horticulture 
courses. Harry Dubose is the horticulture education teacher and 
FFA Advisor at Carolina Forest High School. 


Lexington Technology Center 
Takes First Place in State FFA 
Floriculture Finals 


a h e 
Lexington 
Technology 


CQm tf OT 
Floriculture 
Team took first- 
place honors in 
A the State FFA 

Floriculture 


Team members, from left, Jacob Powers, 
Austin Hill, Rebekah Roof and Preston 
Rikard with Advisor Tommy Harmon 


Competition 
held at Spartan- 
burg Technical 
College in the spring. Team members Rebekah Roof, Austin 
Hill, Jacob Powers and Preston Rikard, along with Advisor 
Tommy Harmon, won expenses-paid trips to compete in the 
finals at the National FFA Convention in Louisville, Ky., in the 
fall. 

Rebekah Roof was the top high individual scorer, and 
Austin Hill was the second-highest scorer in the competition. 

The Thurmond team was the state runner-up, and Aiken 
placed third in the state event. Michelle Miller of Thurmond 
was the third high individual scorer. 


Indian Land FFA Nursery-Landscape 
Team Takes Top State Honors 


The Indian 
Land High 
School FFA 


Nursery- 
Landscape Team 
took first-place 
honors in the 
State FFA Com- 
petition held at 


Team members, from left, Cha'no Fish, Sally 
Dyer, Kevin Murphy and Chelsea Seigler Spartanburg 
with Advisor Jerry Davis. Technical College 
in the spring. Team members Cha’no Fish, Kevin Murphy, Chelsea 
Seigler and Sally Dyer along with their advisor, Jerry Davis, who is 
the school’s agricultural education teacher, won expenses-paid trips 
to compete in the finals at the National FFA Convention in 
Louisville, Ky., this fall. 

The Aiken team placed second, and the Thurmond team placed 
third in the competition. The top high individual scorers were Ryan 
Kanauer, Anderson Technology Center, first; Kevin Murphy, Indian 
Land, second; and Ashley Doolittle, Thurmond, third. 

Agriftiz! april, May & June 2004 


Thurmond FFA Agronomy Team 
First in State Finals 


The Strom 
Thurmond 
Technology 
Agronomy FFA 
Team took top 
honors in the 
State FFA 
Agronomy 
Finals in 
Columbia, S.C., 
in the spring. 
Team members 
Richard Miller, Aaron Ingle, Drew Cheatham and Bettis 
Rainsford with Advisor Hugh Bland won expenses-paid trips 
to compete in the finals at the National FFA Convention in 
Louisville, Ky., in the fall. 

Richard Miller was the high individual scorer, followed by 
Aaron Ingle as second; Drew Cheatham was third. 

The McBee team was state runner-up, and the West Oak 
team was third in the state finals. 


oa os = 2 <A A e 
Team members, from left, Aaron Ingle, 
Richard Miller, Drew Cheatham and 
Bettis Rainsford with Advisor Hugh Bland. 


Thurmond FFA Forestry Team 
First in State 


: The Strom 
= Thurmond 
Technology Center 
FFA Forestry Team 
took first-place hon- 
ors in the State FFA 
Forestry Finals held 
in Columbia, S.C., 
in the spring. Team 
members Michelle 
Miller, Russell 
Henderson, Ashley 
Doolittle and James 
Morgan with Team Coach Ben Rodgers, an agricultural edu- 
cation student teacher from Clemson University at the center 
in the spring, won expenses-paid trips to compete in the 
finals at the National FFA Convention in Louisville, Ky., in 
the fall. Hugh Bland and Dan Henderson are the agricultrual 
education teachers at Thurmond. 

Russell Henderson, the high individual scorer, was joined 
by Ashley Doolittle as second and by Michelle Miller, who was 
third in the event. 

The West Oak team placed second, and the Laurens team 
was third in the state finals. 


Team members, from left, Michelle 
Miller, Russell Henderson, Ashley 
Doolittle and James Morgan with 
Team Coach Ben Rodgers. 
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We’ll be there when you need us... 
generation after generation. 


At Farm Credit, a cooperative owned by-the people who use us, we have served 
the needs of rural Americans for generations. In fact, for over 85 years we have 
been a dependable source of credit to agriculture. 


We make loans at competitive interest rates for all kinds of purposes. We also 
provide many other financial services. Our loan officers are knowledgeable and 
can help tailor a financial package to fit your situation. 


So, whether you are a commercial operator, a part-time farmer or simply like 
living in the country, we want to do business with you. 


And we'll be there for future generations. 


1-800-673-3999 


www.agfirst.com 


<> FARM CREDIT 


Loans for agriculture and a whole lot more. 


